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The Burni ng Zone
"Satan's Locust"
TEASER
FADE | N:

EXT AGROTECH, | NC. RESEARCH FACILITY DAY

A nodern, single-story building, out of place in this rural,
agricultural setting, om nous under an overcast sky.

| NT AGROTECH RECEPTI ON DAY

A mal e, suited RECEPTIONI ST sits behind a | arge counter, a
gun within easy reach. A steel door with a wire nesh-filled
observation wi ndow | eads to the inner building.

INT SECURI TY ROOM DAY

SECURI TY STAFF attend to a conplex, conputerized security
system and nunmerous nonitors. Myve in on a nonitor displaying
St ephen Dortort pushing a supply cart.

INT LEVEL 3 HALLWAY DAY

STEPHEN DORTORT pushes the supply cart down the hall, passing
white-coated TECHNICIANS. He is in his late thirties,
unassum ng, very average and fighting to conceal his
nervousness. Dortort enters a supply room

I NT SUPPLY ROOM DAY

A room of open shelves with | ab equi pmrent and steel cabinets.
Dortort quickly opens a cabinet, noves sonme supplies in the
bottom shel f and renoves a small backpack. He renoves a
tranquilizer dart pistol fromthe backpack, checks the |oad,
then conceals it on the cart. He conceals the backpack on
the supply cart. Dortort noves to another |arge cabinet,
opens it to reveal several bio-hazard suits.

INT LEVEL 3 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort exits the supply room He is wearing the bio-hazard
suit, the helnmet resting on top of the supply cart.

INT DR QUENTINO S LAB DAY

The lab is well-used and equi pped with the | atest high-end
research equi pnent. RESEARCHERS go about their work.
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CONTI NUED:

MANDELLA and KOPP, each wearing a bio-hazard suit but hol di ng
the helnets, stand in front of an electronic wall safe.

Kopp punches in a code on the keypad. CLICK, the door sw ngs
open.

Inside the safe, two specially designed racks hold four seal ed
flasks each. Flasks in the first rack contain a blue liquid
and are | abel ed AGTCH 1293. Flasks in the second rack contain
a yellow liquid and are | abel ed AGTCH 1294.

Mandel | a carefully renoves sonmething fromthe safe (we don't
see what) as DR QUENTI NO approaches from across the room

DR, QUENTI NO
Run the nunbers up to ne soon as you
have sonething firm

KOPP
You got it. Kopp closes the safe
door and resets the security pad.

INT LEVEL 3 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort pushes the supply cart to an el evator, punches the
UP button. The doors open and he enters. The doors slide
shut, the indicator lights display upward novenent.

I NT ELEVATOR
Dortort anxiously waits. The el evator
doors open reveal i ng Mandel | a and
Kopp. Mandella carries a covered
tray. They look at Dortort curiously
as he pushes past themw th the cart.

MANDELLA

What's Dortort doing in a suit? The
el evat or doors cl ose.

I NT RESEARCH LAB DAY

An artificial sunlight source illum nates a | arge, glass
tank housi ng several rows of wheat growing froma bed of
rich soil. An amateur artist has drawn a | ocust with the

head and horns of the devil and taped it to the side of the
tank. The light source glow gives the |lab an eerie
appearance. Mandella and Kopp enter and proceed to the soi
tank. Kopp places the flask containing blue liquid in a
chanber adjoining the soil tank and equi pped with a robotics
devi ce.
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INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort parks his supply cart in front of an encl osed panel
towards the end of the corridor. He secures his hel net,
t hen opens the panel door. Control |abels and displays
indicate a ventilation filter override control station.

Funbl i ng nervously, Dortort opens the backpack and renpves a
smal | device that has three small canisters, the size of CO2
cartridges, nmounted on a thin, stainless steel box. A smal
val ve-stem extends fromthe rear of the box.

I NT RESEARCH LAB DAY
Mandel | a and Kopp secure their hel mets.

KOPP
Ready to go? Mandella nods.

Kopp operates the robotics controls to renove the flask seal
then activates an air punp that draws air fromthe chanber
into the soil tank

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort inserts the valve stemof the device into a receptacle
in the wall panel. He pushes a panel button | abel ed ALTERNATE
DUCT A —OPEN, then pushes the circulation fan button to

H GH. Dortort flips a small switch on the device and a snal
green light flashes on.

INT SECURI TY ROOM DAY

Dortort's image is displayed on one of the nonitors. Security
Man 1 peers at the display.

SECURI TY MAN 1
What's this crap? The other two
| ook.
(qui ckly)
Level 2, corridor J. Have the section
guard check it out.

The second security nmen reaches for the phone but chokes,
staggers dizzily. H's eyes roll and he passes out. Then
the third man. Security Man 1 dizzily reaches for an al arm
button but doesn't make it. He falls to the floor with the
ot hers.
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| NT AGROTECH OFFI CE DAY

OFFI CE WORKERS pass out, tunble to the floor, sprawl over
conput er keyboards and drop nugs of hot coffee.

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort hurries down the hallway.

INT LEVEL 1 HALLWAY DAY
TECHNI Cl ANS and ot her STAFF col | apse to the floor.

I NT RESEARCH LAB DAY

Mandel | a and Kopp, unaware of the gas because of their bio-
hazard suits, watch the wheat in the tank. Each stalk is
acquiring tiny bubbles over its surface as the wheat begins
to liquefy. Mandella and Kopp have seen this before but are
still somewhat horrified.

MANDELLA
W' ve got twelve mnutes until stage
2. Wy don't we bring down the T43
unit while we're waiting.

KOPP
M ght as well.

INT DR QUENTINO S LAB DAY

Dr. Quentino and his staff |ie unconscious throughout the
| ab, sone equi pnent upset fromwhen they fell.

The el ectronic door lock CLICKS loudly and Dortort enters

hol ding a crunpl ed piece of paper. He hurries to the safe,
consults the paper and operates the keypad. The safe door
sw ngs open. Dortort quickly grabs the AGICH 1293 and AGICH
1294 racks, then exits.

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY

Dortort anxiously hurries down the hallway stops next to the
ventilation station. He flips the switch on the gas devi ce;
the green light goes out. Dortort tries to force the flask
rack inside the backpack. It doesn't fit. He opens the
rack, renoves the flasks one-by-one and carefully places

t hem i nsi de.

The el evator doors open revealing Mandel |l a and Kopp.
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CONTI NUED:

First they see unconscious bodies in the corridor, then
Dortort who is still holding one flask of blue I|iquid.
Mandel | a and Kopp recogni ze the flask, react with great alarm

MANDELLA
Dear Cod!

They hurry towards Dortort. Dortort sees them com ng and
frantically hunts for the tranquilizer pistol. He just gets
it in his hand but they are on him Kopp manages to knock
the gun fromDortort's hand while Mandella attenpts to hold
the armwith the flask. Kopp's eyes are riveted to the flask

KOPP
(terrified)
Careful! For CGod's sake, careful

Dortort lands a |lucky kick to Mandella's knee, breaking his
grip. Dortort shoves Mandella violently away. Mandella
hits the wall hard, the air knocked out of him

Kopp grabs for Dortort. Dortort twists to get away and the
flask flies out of his hand. The flask hits the wall near
Mandel | a, shatters. Most of the blue splatters on the wall,
some of it splashes onto Mandella's bio-hazard suit. Mandella
is alarmed but makes another rush for Dortort. Dortort dives
for the pistol, gets it and FIRES. The dart penetrates
Mandella's suit. Mandella staggers, then falls.

Kopp runs towards an alarmbutton on the opposite wall.
Dortort ains and FIRES. The dart strikes Kopp. He reaches
for the alarmbutton, staggers, falls, nmanages to hit it as
he passes out. An ALARM sounds.

Dortort is shaken as he drags Mandella into a roomoff the
hal | way, careful to avoid contact with the blue liquid. He
returns for Kopp, dragging himto the same room Dortort

qui ckly picks up the backpack and runs for the elevator. W
nove to the ventilation filter station. The fan is stil
runni ng.

FADE OUT
END OF TEASE
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT ROAD DAY

The gray panel truck speeds down a country road bordered by
grain fields and an occasional farm The same storny sky.

INT TRUCK CAB DAY

M CHAEL HAILEY is at the wheel, EDWARD MARCASE and KI MBERLY
SHI ROVA passengers.

HAI LEY
ETA in about ten m nutes.

CASSION (O S.)
(over speaker phone)
Just good luck you were in Cedar
Rapids. Tine could be inportant.

MARCASE
What are we | ooking for here?

| NT CASSI ANS OFFI CE DAY
CASSIAN is grim hovering around his speaker phone.

CASSI AN
No one's exactly sure. Shortly after
nine this norning there was sone
kind of security breach. Their
conputer systemsealed the facility.
They haven't been able to conmunicate
w th anyone inside. No one's cone
out .

INT TRUCK CAB DAY

SHI ROVA
(puzzl ed)
W' re tal king a conpany doi ng
agricultural research here, right?

CASSI AN (O S.)
Vell... yes. Agrotech's been a | eader
in agricultural research and
devel opnent for years. Mst of their
wor k i nvol ves devel opi ng ways to
i mprove crops, evolve new hybrids..
t he usual
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CONTI NUED:

MARCASE
So why won't they go in to check it
out thensel ves?

| NT CASSI ANS OFFI CE DAY

CASSI AN
One of Agrotech's research teans,
stunbl ed across a virus. A rather
nasty one

MARCASE (O S.)
(t hrough speaker phone)
Define nasty.

CASSI AN
Extrenely effective at breaking down
the cell structure of grains.
Agr ot ech managenent thought it m ght
be profitable to approach the research
wth a bio-warfare slant. The
Pent agon agreed. Interested in
sonething that could efficiently
destroy crops, collapse an eneny
country's econom ¢ base. They hel ped
Agrotech set up this security research
center.

INT TRUCK CAB DAY
Mar case and Shiroma exchange concerned | ooks.

SHI ROVA
But these guys are afraid to go into
their own facility.

CASSI AN (O S.)
The research team | eader, a Dr.
Quentino, very recently introduced a
new el enent to the virus.

| NT CASSI ANS OFFI CE DAY

CASSI AN
The people we're talking to only
know it intensified the effect of
the virus. They don't have details.
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CONTI NUED:

CASSI AN ( CONT' D)
Testing was still in early stages
and anybody who knows anything is
i nsi de the building.

MARCASE (O . S.)
They' ve got reason to be afraid.

CASSI AN
Take every precaution. No one really
knows the extent of the problem

INT TRUCK CAB DAY

CASSI AN (O S.)
I"ve instructed Agrotech to keep
| ocal authorities out of this until
we know what we're dealing with
Keep nme informed as you go.

MARCASE
Ri ght.

EXT AGROTECH PROPERTY ENTRANCE DAY

The panel truck turns into an isolated driveway. A sign
reads: AGROTECH, |INC. — PRI VATE PROPERTY | DENTI FI CATI ON
REQUI RED AT SECURI TY GATE. The panel truck approaches the
guard hut. The gate armis smashed, dangling. TWO GUARDS
stop the truck. Hailey flashes ID and is waved on.

EXT AGROTECH, | NC. RESEARCH FACILITY DAY

A few Agrotech SECURI TY GQUARDS are placed strategically around
and near the building. ROBERT LYNDON, thirtyish, Agrotech
executive, hurries anxiously forward to nmeet the panel truck.
Mar case, Hailey and Shiroma exit the truck.

LYNDON
Dr. ©Marcase?

Mar case shakes hi s hand.

MARCASE
That's ne.

L YNDON
(agitated)
Robert Lyndon. [|'mthe senior VP
her e.
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CONTI NUED:

MARCASE
Dr. Shiroma... M chael Hail ey.

LYNDON
Yes, hello.

They all begin wal king towards the main entrance. Lyndon is
a bundl e of nerves.

LYNDON ( CONT' D)
Look, we need to find out about our
people in there... and we need to
verify status of 1293.

MARCASE
The viral substance we were briefed
on?

LYNDON

Yes. W gave your Dr. Cassian
everything we have on it.

SH ROVA
VWhich isn't nuch.

L YNDON
We've only had it about four nonths.
The government gave it a top secret
classification so it was just a
project nunmber here. The staff
started calling it Satan's Locust.
You know, sort of a bad joke. W
know it's carried airborne but we
don't have much data on potency or
virus life span. And Dr. Quentino
t hrew sonething new into the mx
just a few days ago. Testing was
hardly even underway.

SHI ROVA
Was an antidote devel oped?

LYNDON
Yes... 1294, But again, it's only
been through the nost prelimnary
testing.

MARCASE
So, what happened this norning?
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10.
CONTI NUED:

L YNDON
What we know for sure is about 9:20
this nmorning our energency alarm
sounded. The gate guard, Bill
G aser's his nane, tried to raise
mai n security but couldn't get an
answer .

HAI LEY
The |ine was dead?

LYNDON
It just rang. G aser stays with the
phone a couple of mnutes, then
decides to check out the main
buil ding. He no sooner starts up
the driveway when a car com ng down
almost flattens him Broke through
t he gate.

HAI LEY
The driver?

LYNDON
A lab technician, |ow|evel, nanmed
St ephen Dortort. H's car. They
reach the main entrance.

Mar case, Shiroma and Hail ey peer through the doubl e doors.
The | obby is eerily enpty, the reception counter abandoned.

LYNDON ( CONTD) ( CONT' D)
W found the guard out cold.
Tranquilizer dart. W' ve got him at
the local clinic.

SHI ROVA

What ' s past the reception door?
LYNDON

Security control. A couple of

of fi ces, then another seal ed door.

The corridor's designed sort of I|ike
an airlock between the |abs and
reception. We're pretty sure the

| obby' s uncontam nated. The research
| abs are bel ow ground. We think
Dortort crashed the security prograns.
W can't even open the outer doors.

HAI LEY

(to Lyndon)
Can you give nme access codes?
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11.
CONTI NUED:

LYNDON
Sone.

HAI LEY
"1l start on getting us in.

Mar case nods agreenment. They all head back towards the truck.

EXT COUNTRY ROAD DAY

Dortort's car nakes its way down the road.

I NT DORTORTS CAR - MOVI NG DAY

Dortort is stressed to the max. He unconsciously rubs an
area near his shoulder. A cellular phone on the seat next
to himRI NGS and he picks it up. He listens, saying nothing.

KRENDEL (Q. S.)
(t hrough phone)
Way have you nmade nme call you
St ephen? And where are you?

Dortort is imedi ately nore agitated, angry.

DORTORT
What have | taken, Krendel? Wat do
I have here, exactly.

KRENDEL (Q. S.)
| asked where you are.

DORTORT
Just past Wal ker, heading west.

I NT HANGER DAY

ANTHONY KRENDEL, cellul ar phone in hand, expensive suit

i mmacul ate, stands in the corner of an airplane hanger, enpty
except for a few small crates and an open jeep. Hi s
appearance i s hawk-like and cruel. Behind Krendel waits his
personal muscle, AL BOCK Bock is a large man, al so wearing
a suit.

KRENDEL
Wiy the del ay?

DORTORT (O.S.)

(t hrough phone, upset)
Kopp and Mandella were in bio suits.
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CONTI NUED:

12.

DORTORT (0. S.) (CONT' D)

| don't know why. Nothing was

schedul ed. They didn't even know
the gas was in the air. They were

scared | had it!

Krendel maintains a poker face but his voice is concerned.

KRENDEL
You were seen with the fl asks.

So

t hey al ready know what's m ssing.

| NT DORTORTS CAR - MOVING DAY
Dortort's frustration and fear grows.

DORTORT

You don't understand! Sonme of this
stuff got on his bio-hazard suit,
Mandella's... and | had to use the

gun.

I NT HANGER DAY
Krendel stiffens, very concerned.

KRENDEL
A flask was opened? How?

INT TALMADGE' S DEN DAY

A dark, shadowy, expensive room BENNET TALMADGE, his

features nostly obscured by the shadows,

sits at his desk

listening to a state-of-the-art tel ephone conmuni cation

system

DORTORT (O.S.)

(t hrough speaker phone)

Broken. They tried to stop ne.

The

dart went right through his suit.

They were scared of it.

KRENDEL (O.S.)

It's upsetting you allowed the flasks
to be disturbed. Not to nention the

wast e.
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I NT DORTORTS CAR - MOVI NG DAY
DORTORT

Wth the hole in the suit and that
stuff on it I mght have killed him
Now tell me what it is, what it does!

I NT HANGER DAY
Krendel paces slow vy, thinking.
KRENDEL

For a mllion dollars, Stephen,
not only buy your services but the
privilege of not being asked too

many questions.

DORTORT (Q. S.)
He m ght be dead and if he—

KRENDEL
(interrupting)

| f soneone's dead, all the nore reason
for you to neet your flight, isn't
it? You'll be out of the country

and safe soon enough. Now, |

you cal myourself. You' re already
twenty mnutes behind. The jet's

due at two-thirty as planned.
t hat you get here on schedul e.

Krendel punches a button on the phone.

I NT DORTORTS CAR DAY

13.

Dortort turns the phone off and tosses it on the seat. Again,

he rubs his shoul der.

I NT HANGER DAY

Krendel again has the phone to his ear.

KRENDEL
You hear d?

TALMADGE (O S.)
Very little | Iiked.

INT TALMADGE' S DEN DAY

Tal madge renains in the shadows, a di senbodi ed voi ce.
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14.
CONTI NUED:

TALMADGE
This has not gone well, M. Krendel.
It seems the abilities of your M.
Dortort are sonewhat |ess than you
descri bed.

KRENDEL (Q. S.)
But he's got the product and—

TALMADGE
(interrupting)
W can't |and before two-thirty.
That's our airport contact's

requirenent. |If Dortort has killed
anyone our risk has increased ten-
fold. | hope you' re capabl e of

handling that, M. Krendel.

Tal madge' s hand energes fromthe shadows, disconnects the
l'ine.

I NT HANGER DAY

Krendel listens to the dead |ine, perspiration beaded on his
brow. He glances at Bock who remai ns expressionless.

INT TRUCK LAB DAY

Hailey sits in front of a powerful conputer and other hi-
tech monitoring gear. Lyndon sits nearby.

HAI LEY
(into radio mc)
I"'mtied into the building s security
program | think | can spring the
door .

MARCASE (O . S.)
(through radi o)
Copy that.

| NT AGROTECH RECEPTI ON AREA DAY

Marcase and Shiroma, in bio-hazard gear and carrying testing
equi pnent, approach the inside door. They peer through the
glass, wire mesh security window. The hallway is enpty,
lifeless, a foot is visible extending froman office doorway.

MARCASE
Open it up.
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15.

INT TRUCK LAB DAY

Hai | ey executes a couple of keystrokes.

INT LEVEL 1 HALLWAY DAY

BUZZ, and the door sw ngs open. Marcase and Shiroma quickly
enter, shutting the door behind them They check their
i nstrument readi ngs.

SH ROVA
I"mpicking up traces of gas. Non-
| et hal .

INT SECURI TY ROOM DAY

Mar case and Shiroma appear in the doorway. The bodies of

the three guards, face-down on the floor. Marcase and Shirona
kneel next to the nearest body and carefully raise an arm

The guard's hand extends from his sleeve, the skin repl aced

by a thin ooze. Shiroma noves to another man, begins to

turn himover but gets a glinpse of his face, grinmaces and
backs off.

MARCASE
Safe to say the gas didn't kill them
M. Lyndon, you've got fatalities
her e.

I NT TRUCK LAB DAY
Lyndon's face shows that his fears are confirned.

LYNDON
1293 is kept in a special safe in
Dr. Quentino's lab. Room 20. Level
2, corridor L. Please check there
i mredi ately.

INT LEVEL 1 HALLWAY DAY

Marcase and Shiroma nmake their way down the hallway, stepping
around an occasi onal body. They glance into open doorways

as they proceed. The sterile atnosphere and deathly, holl ow
silence is unsettling. Bodies, grotesque, in varying stages
of liquefaction fromthe virus. Marcase and Shiroma punch
the el evator button. No response.

MARCASE
Can you give us el evators?
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16.
CONTI NUED:

HAILEY (O.S.)
(through radi o)
Just a second.

They wait. The elevator position |ights cone on.

HAILEY (Q'S.) (CONT' D)
You got it. They push the button
and the doors open. They enter.

INT DR QUENTINO S LAB DAY

Marcase and Shiroma enter, survey the bodies. They walk to
the open safe and see it is enpty.

MARCASE
W won't be needing the safe
combi nation. Open and enpty.

LYNDON (O. S.)
(through radi o)
Even the 1294 sanpl es?

MARCASE
Enpty, M. Lyndon.

I NT TRUCK LAB DAY
Lyndon | oosens his collar, perspiration beading on his face.

MARCASE
(through radi o)
How many people were schedul ed for
wor k t oday?

LYNDON
Sevent een, counting Dortort. Four
of fice support staff... the rest

researchers and techs.

INT DR QUENTINO S LAB DAY

MARCASE
W're going to |ocate them

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY
Mar case and Shiroma nmake their way down the hallway, checking

any body they conme across for life. Shiroma spots the gas
device in the ventilation panel.
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17.
CONTI NUED:

Shiroma exam nes the device, then spots the blue stains on
the wall and floor, then the ventilation controls.

SHI ROVA
This is howit went through the
buil ding so fast. Marcase joins
her. Shiroma reaches up and turns
of f the fan.

MARCASE
(to Lyndon & Hail ey)
Dortort used a ventilation override
systemto distribute the gas.
Sonewhere along the line sonme of the
1293 got away fromhim It's al
over the wall here.

INT TRUCK LAB DAY
Lyndon pal es even nore and sinks into a chair.

LYNDON
Oh, ny Cod.

SH ROVA (0. S.)

(through radi o)
He never turned off the fan.

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY
Shiroma takes a closer |ook at the blue stains, then stands
next to Marcase. They begin to retrace their steps down the
hal | way.
SH ROVA

"Il take a sanple. If I can get

into Quentino's conputer files...
A door opens to the hallway and Kopp | unges out at them

Shi rona SCREANS.

INT TRUCK LAB DAY

The SCREAM cones through the radio. Hailey is alarned and
Lyndon practically junps fromhis chair.

HAI LEY
Wiat is it? Talk to ne, guys!
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18.

INT LEVEL 2 HALLWAY DAY
Marcase and Shiroma catch Kopp, lowering himto the floor.

MARCASE
(to Hailey
and Lyndon)
W' ve got sonebody alive here.

Mar case and Shironma exam ne Kopp.

Seen through the helnmet face plate, areas of the skin on
Kopp's face appear to have been replaced by a thin ooze.
Areas of his bio-hazard suit are slightly bubbl ed.

MARCASE ( CONT' D)
Stay with him 1'll see what else
we' ve got in there.

Shiroma nods as Marcase heads into the adjoining room

I NT LAB DAY
Mar case approaches Mandella's body, face down on the floor.

MARCASE
Kimberly. A nonent, then Shirona
joins him Marcase carefully turns
t he body over.

Hi s face grinmaces with horror

Shiroma GASPS but can't turn away.

Seen through his helnet face plate, Mandella's skin condition
appears as Kopp's but considerably nore advanced. Were the
face used to be is just a glob of ooze.

Where the blue liquid touched the bio-hazard suit, the suit
has |iquefied, along with the body beneath it.

Marcase and Shiroma stare grimy down at the body.
MARCASE ( CONTD) (CONT' D)
(to Hailey and Lyndon)
Uh, | ooks |ike we have anot her problem
here. Of the dissolved areas of
Mandel | a' s bi o-hazard suit we...
FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE
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